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HOUSE BI LL 1515

Passed Legislature - 2009 Regul ar Session

State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Driscoll, Ericksen, Cody, Ross, Mrrell, G een,
Upt hegrove, Kelley, Johnson, Maxwell, and Wod; by request of

Departnent of Health

Read first tinme 01/22/009. Referred to Committee on Health Care &
VWl | ness.

AN ACT Relating to allow ng electronic approval of vital records;
and anmendi ng RCW70. 58. 005, 70.58.170, 70.58.180, 70.58.230, 70.58. 240,
70. 58. 250, and 70. 58. 260.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.58.005 and 2005 ¢ 365 s 151 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Business days" neans Monday through Friday except official
state holidays.

(2) "Departnment” means the department of health.

(3) "Electronic_approval" or "electronically approve" neans
approving the content of an electronically filed vital record through
the processes_ provided_ by the_ departnent. El ectroni c __ approval

processes shall be consistent with policies, standards, and procedures
devel oped by the infornation services board under RCW43. 105. 041.

(4) "Enbal mer" neans a person |licensed as required in chapter 18.39
RCW and defined in RCW18. 39. 010.

p. 1 HB 1515. SL
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((4)Y)) (5) "Funeral director" neans a person |icensed as required
in chapter 18.39 RCW and defined i n RCW18. 39. 010.

((65))) (6) "Vital records"” neans records of birth, death, feta
death, marriage, dissolution, annulnent, and |egal separation, as
mai nt ai ned under the supervision of the state registrar of vital
statistics.

Sec. 2. RCW70.58.170 and 2005 c¢ 365 s 154 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The funeral director or person having the right to control the
di sposition of the human remains under RCW 68.50.160 shall file the
certificate of death or fetal death. In preparing such certificate,
the funeral director or person having the right to control the
di sposition of the human renmai ns under RCW 68.50. 160 shall obtain and
enter on the certificate such personal data as the certificate requires
fromthe person or persons best qualified to supply them He or she
shall present the certificate of death to the physician, physician's
assi stant, or advanced registered nurse practitioner |last in attendance
upon the deceased, or, if the deceased di ed w thout nedi cal attendance,
to the health officer, nedical examner, coroner, or prosecuting
attorney having jurisdiction, who shall ((t+hereupen)) certify the cause
of death according to his or her best know edge and belief and shal
sign or electronically approve the certificate of death or fetal death
within two business days after being presented with the certificate
unl ess good cause for not signing or_electronically approving the
certificate within the two busi ness days can be established. He or she
shall present the certificate of fetal death to the physician,
physi ci an's assi stant, advanced regi stered nurse practitioner, mdwfe,
or other person in attendance at the fetal death, who shall certify the
fetal death and such nedical data pertaining thereto as he or she can
furni sh.

Sec. 3. RCW70.58.180 and 2005 c 365 s 155 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

If the death occurred wthout nedical attendance, the funeral
director or person having the right to control the disposition of the
human remai ns under RCW 68.50.160 shall notify the coroner, nedica
exam ner, or prosecuting attorney if there is no coroner or nedica
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exam ner in the county. [|f the circunstances suggest that the death or
fetal death was caused by unlawful or unnatural causes or if there is
no local health officer with jurisdiction, the coroner((—er—f—none))
or _nedical examner, or the prosecuting attorney shall conplete and
sign or_ electronically approve the certification, noting upon the
certificate that no physician, physician's assistant, or advanced
regi stered nurse practitioner was in attendance at the tine of death.
I n case of any death wi thout nedical attendance in which there is no
suspi cion of death fromunlawful or unnatural causes, the | ocal health
officer or his or her deputy, the coroner or nedical examner, and if
none, the prosecuting attorney, shal | conplete and sign or
electronically approve the certification, noting upon the certificate
that no physician, physician's assistant, or advanced regi stered nurse
practitioner was in attendance at the tine of death, and noting the
cause of death w thout the holding of an inquest or performng of an
autopsy or post nortem but from statenents of relatives, persons in
attendance during the | ast sickness, persons present at the time of
deat h or ot her persons havi ng adequate know edge of the facts.

The cause of death, the manner and node in which death occurred, as
noted by the coroner or nedical exam ner, or if none, the prosecuting
attorney or the health officer and incorporated in the death
certificate filed with the ((bureav—ot—vital statistiesof the board of
health)) departnent shall be the legally accepted manner and node by
whi ch the deceased cane to his or her death and shall be the legally
accepted cause of death.

Sec. 4. RCW70.58.230 and 2005 ¢ 365 s 157 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

It shall be unlawful for any person to inter, deposit in a vault,
grave, or tonb, cremate, or otherw se dispose of, or disinter or renove
fromone registration district to another, or hold for nore than three
busi ness days after death, the human remai ns of any person whose death
occurred in this state or any human remains which shall be found in
this state, without obtaining, fromthe |local registrar of the district
in which the death occurred or in which the human remai ns were found,
a permt for the burial, disinternent, or renpoval of the human renains.
However, a licensed funeral director or enbalnmer of this state or a
f uner al establishment Ilicensed in another state contiguous to
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Washi ngton, with a current certificate of renoval registration issued
by the director of the departnent of |icensing, may renobve hunman
remains from the district where the death occurred to another
registration district or Oregon or I|daho w thout having obtained a
permt but in such cases the funeral director or enbal nmer shall at the
time of renoving human remains file with or mail to the |local registrar
of the district where the death occurred a notice of renoval upon a
bl ank to be furnished by the state registrar. The notice of renoval
shall be signed or electronically approved by the funeral director or
enbal mer and shall contain the nanme and address of the |ocal registrar
with whomthe certificate of death will be filed and the burial-transit
permt secured. Every local registrar, accepting a death certificate
and issuing a burial-transit permt for a death that occurred outside
his or her district, shall be entitled to a fee of one dollar to be
paid by the funeral director or enbalner at the tinme the death
certificate is accepted and the permt 1is secured. It shall be
unl awful for any person to bring into or transport within the state or
inter, deposit in a vault, grave, or tonb, or cremate or otherw se
di spose of human remai ns of any person whose death occurred outside
this state unless the human renmains are acconpanied by a renpval or
transit permt issued in accordance with the | aw and health regul ati ons
in force where the death occurred, or unless a special permt for
bringing the human remains into this state shall be obtained fromthe
state registrar.

Sec. 5. RCW70.58.240 and 2005 ¢ 365 s 158 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Each funeral director or person having the right to control the
di sposition of the human remai ns under RCW 68.50.160 shall obtain a
certificate of death, sign or_electronically approve and file the
certificate with the local registrar, and secure a burial-transit
permt, prior to any permanent di sposition of the human remains. He or
she shall obtain the personal and statistical particulars required
fromthe person best qualified to supply them He or she shall present
the certificate to the attending physician or in case the death
occurred w thout any nedical attendance, to the proper official for
certification for the medical certificate of the cause of death and
ot her particulars necessary to conplete the record. He or she shal
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supply the information required relative to the date and place of
di sposition and he or she shall sign or_ electronically approve and
present the conpleted certificate to the local registrar, for the
i ssuance of a burial-transit permt. He or she shall deliver the
burial permt to the sexton, or person in charge of the place of
burial, before interring the human renmains; or shall attach the transit
permt to the box containing the corpse, when shipped by any
transportation conpany, and the permt shall acconpany the corpse to
its destination

Sec. 6. RCW70.58.250 and 1961 ex.s. ¢ 5 s 18 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The burial-transit permt shall contain a statement by the |ocal
regi strar and over his or her signature or electronic approval, that a
satisfactory certificate of death having been filed with himor her, as
required by law, permssion is granted to inter, renove, or otherw se
di spose of the body; stating the nanme of the deceased and other
necessary details upon the formprescribed by the state registrar.

Sec. 7. RCW70.58.260 and 2005 ¢ 365 s 159 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

It shall be unlawful for any person in charge of any prenmi ses in
whi ch bodi es of deceased persons are interred, cremated, or otherw se
permanent |y di sposed of, to permt the internment, cremation, or other
di sposition of any body upon such prem ses unless it is acconpani ed by
a burial, renoval, or transit permt as provided in this chapter. It
shall be the duty of the person in charge of any such prem ses to, in
case of the internent, cremation, or other disposition of human remains
therein, endorse upon the permt the date and character of such
di sposition, over his or her signature or_electronic_approval, to
return all permts so endorsed to the local registrar of the district
in which the death occurred within ten days from the date of such
di sposition, and to keep a record of all human remai ns di sposed of on
the prem ses under his or her charge, stating, in each case, the nane
of the deceased person, if known, the place of death, the date of
burial or other disposition, and the nanme and address of the
undertaker, which record shall at all tines be open to public
i nspection, and it shall be the duty of every undertaker, or person
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acting as such, when burying human remains in a cenetery or burial
grounds having no person in charge, to sign or electronically approve

the burial, renoval, or transit permt, giving the date of burial,
wite across the face of the permt the words "no person in charge",
and file the burial, renoval, or transit permt within ten days with
the registrar of the district in which the death occurred.

Passed by the House February 23, 20009.

Passed by the Senate April 10, 2009.

Approved by the Governor April 25, 2009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 27, 20009.
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